THF. COMMONWEALTI! OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE YEAR ONE THOQUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND EIGNTY-TWO

RESOI.UTIONS RECOGNIZING AND PROTECTING THE ANCIENT AND
ABORIGINAL CLAIM OF TIE INDIANS OF TIE COMHMONWEALTIL.

—WHEREAS, INDIANS IN THE COHMHONWEALTII OF MASSACIUSETTS HAVE AN ANCIENT
AND ABORIGINAL CLAIH TO THE WILDLIFE OF TIIS LAND AS A SOURCE OF FOOD FOR TUE
SUSTENANTEOF THEIR FAMILIES; AND

WIEREAS, TIIIS ANCTENT AND ABORIGINAL CLAIM {IAS BEEN RECOGNIZED Iy
TREATIES, INCLUDING THE FALMOUTH TREATY OF 1749; AND

WHEREAS, THIS ANCIENT AND ABORIGINAL CLAIt !IAS BEEN RECOGNIZED RY
LEGISLATIVF, ENACTHENTS OF THE COMMNONWEALTI, INCLUDING CHAPTER 71 OF THE ACTS OF
1795, AND SUBSEQUENT ENACTMENTS, UP TO AND INCLUDING SECTION 136 OF CHAPTER 130
OF TIIE, GENERAL LAWS; AND :

WHEREAS, TNIS ANCIENT AND ABORIGINAL CLAIM WAS [IGNORED IN THE
REVISION OF THE GENERAL, LAWS, BY TIE ACTS OF 1941; AND

WHEREAS, TIE CO?!ﬁOWEAI.Tll OF MASSACITUSETTS )AS CONTINUED, FEVEN AFTER
1941, TO RECOCNIZE THE SPECIAL STATUS OF INDIANS WITIIIN TIE STATE, BY EXFECUTIVE
ORDI-RS, AGENCY AGREEMENTS, I\ND LEGISLATICN; AND

WIIEREAS,  INDIANS IN THE COMMONWEALTN OF HASSACIUSETTS HAVE CONTINUEN,
EVEN AFTER 1941, TO HMAKE CLAIM UPON THE WILDLIFE OF THIS LAND AS A SOURCE OF
FOOD FOR TIE SUSTENANCE OF TIETR FAMILIES; AND

WHEREAS, THE ANCIENT AND ABORIGINAL - INDIAN CLAIM TO WILDLIFE FOR
SUSTENANCE TS SUPPOR'U D By CONSIDERATIONS OF JUSTICE AND EQUITY; AND

WIIEREAS, THE ANCIENT AND ABORIGINAL INDIAN CLAIM TO WILDL!FF FOR
SUSTENANCF. DUES NOT INTERFERE WITH THE PROPER HANAGEMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 0OV
THE CONHONWEAL T1; AND

WHEREAS, STATE INTERFERENCE WITH, OR FAILURE TO RFCOGNIZE, INDIAN
IITUNTING AND FISIING RIGHTS ELSEWNERE 1IN TIHE UNITED STATES HWAS RESULTED IN
EXTENSTVE LITIGATION, COSTLY TO ALL PARTIES; AND

WHEREAS,  STATE  INTERFERENCE WITH, OR FALLURE TO RECOGNIZE, TNDIAN
HUNTING AND FISIHING RIGITS ELSEWIIERE IN THE UNITED STATES 1IAS RESULTED IN SOCIAL
AND*RACTAL TENSION; AND

WIEREAS, STATE INTERFERENCE WITII, OR FAILURE . TO RECOGNIZE, INDIAN
HUNTING AND FISHING RIGHTS ELSEWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES HAS PRONPTED 'TUF.
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO INTERVENE IH LGCAL AND REGTONAL MATTERS; TIEREFORE BE IT

RESOQLVED, THAT THE MASSACHUSETTS * NIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UERENY
RECOGNY ZES T TIIR I\NCIINT AND ARORIGINAL CLAIMN- 0F INQIANS WITIIN THE COMMONWEALTI
vt HASSACHUSETTS TO HUNT AND FISI THE WILDLIFE OF THLS LAND FOR THF SUSTENANCE
OF THEIR FAMILIES, DUT NOTNING IN THESE RESOLUTIONS SlIALL BE TAKEN TO PERMIT ANY
PERSON  TO ENGAGE IN SPORT OR RECREATIONAL 1UNTING OR FISHING WITIIN TIUF
COMMONWEALT I EXCEDPT. AS PROVIDED FOR AND REGULATED 1IN THE GENERAL LAWS OF THE
COMHONWEALTIL; AND BE 1T FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THESE RESOLUTIONS BE FORWARDED BY THE CLERK

OF THE JIOUSE "OF REPRESENTATIVES TO RICIARD CRONIN, DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF
FISUERIES AND WILDLTFLE OF TUE COMMONWEALTII.
NOVEMBER 1902,
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